UK | Onan angling trip by train, Ruaridh Nicoll swaps the London

rush hour for the tranquil, trout-filled chalk streams of Hampshire

he Dewer stream runs clear

as air and in itz chalk-

filtered reaches a brown

trout hangs as i suspended

above a gravel bed, 1 watch,
transfived, disturbed only by the bullet-
train whirr of a passing kingfidher.

These chalk streams around the
fameas River Tedt in Hampshire are
dangerous territory for a writer, an
Arcadia that has long tempted men 1o
imprudent poctics. The beathered foet of
Evelym Waugh's questing vole are never
far aweay,

Yet here | am, the momning heat lifting
the carly dew, and from the willows
along the bank, caddis flies rise to fotter
and prance in the buttery light. Some of
ihem land on the water to be swept
downstream but the trout, dark-speck-
bedd im it Die, stays cabm (o, as Keats pat
it: “Then in a wallful choir the small
pnats mourn / Among the river sallows,
bacarme alodt ¢ Or sinking as the light wind
Lirves o e ™ .
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mile are readying themaehves to bloom.

The troul rises o sip in & dun that s
passkng above it. | walt for the fish to sct-
the, and cast.

There are many reasons to flsh -
visceral, cphemeral, cercbral, it's not
quite as dull as golf — bul the oo that
grips me increasungly bs geographical.
The sport takes me to plices lew others
gt to see: Brithsh Columbila, Patagonia
or Uhe Seychelles, but alwo the back-ways
of Lhe Home Counties.

%a | find myself a1 London Waterloo,
sliting luriously in Fret, waiting to
board the 7073 to Reomsey, The caoe of
my mood I3 urban mundane: if 1'd
boaked in advance the ane hour, 25-
minute trip would have been a tenner,
but because 1 didn't, it's nearly L30. By
the time I am passing the oddly roman-
e cranes of Southampton'’s container
port, my spirits have lifted. Trees soon
take over and [ arrive.

A surprising number of perfect
aireama can be reached by train. I'm
here because tour operator Fishing
Breaks has launched a serbes of "Fly
Flihing by Train® trips, to rivers a mile
of bess (rom & station and with acomm
modation in bovely English pabs nearty.
They mean & blissful eacape to the river
can easihy be appemded to o business Trp
o Lomdon, sy, of sl armbd 4 mofe 000
veptional toor of the capetal’s ughsts

From Romsecy station, it a 20
mbrte walk to the flahing, through the
market town, past Boots, Br widbseers
depariment slore and, finally, the
Cromwel] Arma, whee you can drop
yusar bag
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Cloc kwise lrom maln:
wading at Bullingten
Manor Ruaridh Nicoll
with his catch; Mies, rod,
reel and catch record
kool & brown trowut; Paal
Whii ¢ hisise and Bob
Maortimer, whoie
televivion series has
attracted pew interest in
the sport; Broadlands, an
calate just outside
Romuey; waders —
easential lor [y [ixhing
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It feels very Bridehead, itanding in
the river In front of the bouse’s perfectly
proportioned Gearglan lacade, lawn
running deram Lo the river's edge, I any-
one appears on the grass, I've been told
it's pood manners to move downstream

The water here b dark encugh not to
clber up alll its secreta. The grounds are
full af cypress, cak and, In case 1 lecl
anxious to be so rapidly transplanted
o the city, London plane. 1'm looking
for brown troawt, whikch are lll:li-;'lq- rear
tures (unlike finnock, which are bols-
teroushy Soottish ). There are also rain-
bowr trowt, the cat-anything Labradon
of the rivver, xnd ot -of -season grayling,
a gorgeoi dragon-like flah whose pres-
cnce shows the river b healthy

Because the Test Is wide here, I'm
wading in the stream. Your brown troul
willl lgmsore anything that deeant exactly
replicate what s fluftering about st that
grven momeol. This keads anghors intoa
whole pew obsetsion of its own, the
cifort to “match the hatch

Yiou can go subsurface, mbmdcla e 3
nymph clearing its riverbed pupa,
although in certain parts this is consid-
ered déclaind, Or use an emerper, as il

"First you want to catch a
fish. then lots of fish, then
big fish, and finally you
want to catch that fish’
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presumably caming & menace o feath-
ered-looted questing voldes,

I hacl wanted 1o try a pot Simon rents
on the upper Test called Whitchurch
Fulling Mill {the [ishing a pretty 20min-
utes” walk from Whitchurch station ). |
had been told it b exquibiite, dlear and
small, bat in mid-April, deipite the
suery darys, it i still (oo early. Instead,
the following moming. P'm picled up by
Malcolm and taken to Bullington
Manor, an extate about hallway between
Winchester and Andiover {and five miles
{roem the station st Micheldever ],

Bullingion’s name evokes nascent
prime minkton roaring through Oncdord
palb, bt it twrns ot to be pastoral pet-
fection. Every fish for 30 yards can be
seen in its place, noses facing the stream

which must be nlce lor Uthe beron that
MLaps off on our arrival.

We start downst ream al a small cros-
ing called Vienbce Bridaze and work back,
casting epsircam o that the Mies drift
el over Ehe weadling troast. With a Lt
bereere in the reeds and the chirmap of
wpghirds from the bushes, the dl:.
|w.1.r1.|nmnl|u!am. With very few Tae
hatching, | am often ignored, the fish
dlarting mway as we pasa
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